
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING  MINUTES 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD                 TOWNHALL AUDITORIUM 
MONDAY, OCTOBVER 13, 2020                   6:00 P.M. 
   
   
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Gary Wall, Supervisor 
Kim Markee, Clerk 
Margaret Birch, Treasurer  
Anthony Bartolotta, Trustee 
Karen Joliat, Trustee 
Steven Thomas, Trustee 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Art Frasca, Trustee 
 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:
Suk Chin Nies 
Keith McKown 
Dean Buchman 
Michael Hauswirth 
Sharon Thomas 

Donna Wall 
Karen Schultz 
Joseph Aiello 
Tammy Yarbo 
Grant Smith 

Barb Miller 
Kevin Tersigni 
Farallk Rox 

 
Supervisor Gary Wall called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and asked for a moment of silence for the brave 
men and women who have served our Country and then lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll call vote was taken.  All Board members were present except Trustee Frasca. 
 
 
 
 

1. APPROVE AGENDA 
1.1 October 13, 2020 

 
Moved by Bartolotta, 
Seconded by Markee; RESOLVED, to approve the October 13, 2020, agenda as printed. A roll call vote was 
taken. 
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
2.1 The General Election will be held in the Charter Township of Waterford, on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, 

from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Voters wishing to obtain an absentee ballot may do so by contacting the Township 
Clerk’s office. The Clerk’s Office is open Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m. 

2.2 Absentee Ballot Tips: 

 If you do not receive your absentee ballot by October 10, 2020, PLEASE contact the Clerk’s Office. 

 You may return your ballot as soon as possible, once you vote your ballot.  You do not need to wait 
until Election Day to return it.   

 Make sure you sign your ballot envelope! 

 Return your absentee ballot using the absentee voter’s drop box in the parking lot near the Police 
Department, or return directly to the Waterford Township Clerk’s office. 

 If you return your ballot via the USPS, please mail your ballot as early as possible using the prepaid 
postage envelope provided. The USPS recommends mailing your ballot by October 27, 2020. 

 Track your ballot at www.michigan.gov/vote 

 For additional questions, contact the Clerk’s Office 248-674-6266 or elections@waterfordmi.gov 
2.3 Waterford Youth Assistance will begin conducting a shoe drive starting on Thursday, September 10th to 

raise funds for WYA programs.   Waterford Youth Assistance will earn funds based on the total weight of 
the shoes collected as Funds2Orgs will purchase all of the donated footwear.  Dollars earned will help 
support family education programs, mentoring programs, youth scholarship and recognition programs, 
low income families with financial needs, and continue youth casework services.  Anyone can help by 
donating gently worn used, or new shoes to any of the following locations: Recovered Chiropractic: 5140 
Highland Road, Waterford, Waterford Township Town Hall: 5200 Civic Center Drive, Waterford, 
and Crave Nutrition: 2891 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford.  The WYA Shoe Collection Drive will run from 
September 10 through November 9. 

2.4 It’s not too late to respond to the 2020 Census.  The census provides critical data that lawmakers, 
business owners, teachers, and many others use to provide services, products, planning, and support for 
you and our community. Every year, $675 billion in federal funding goes to hospitals, fire departments, 
schools, roads, and other resources based on census data. It is estimated that each Census response 
impacts local funding by approximately $18,000 over the course of 10 years.  Take 10 minutes today to 
complete the Census online at www.2020census.gov or by phone 800-923-8282.  Your action today 
helps shape Waterford’s future for the next 10 years.   
Visit Waterford Township’s Census information page at www.waterfordmi.gov/census for details, 
resources, videos and more!   And remember our Waterford 2020 Census Slogan – I count, You count, 
We count, Everyone counts. Get counted, It counts!  

2.5 The 29th annual Meals on Wheels had over 209 sponsors and raised over $64,000.00, an all-time record! 
2.6 Due to changes in the Governor’s Executive Orders we are now accepting Charitable Funds Solicitation 

application. 
 
 

 
  

mailto:elections@waterfordmi.gov
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3. Consent Agenda 
Board Members may remove items from the Consent Agenda for discussion purposes or for the purpose 
of voting in opposition. Public comment for items removed from the consent agenda may be received in 
the same manner immediately following the Consent Agenda. 

 
3.1 September 28, 2020, Meeting Minutes 
3.2 October 13, 2020, Bill Payment 
3.3 Receive the 51st District Court August 2020 Filing Trends 
3.4 Receive the 51st District Court Reports – Quarters 1, 2 and 3 Caseload and Financial Trends 2020-2016 
3.5 51st District Court Fiscal Year 2021 MDCGP MVTCGP Award Notification  
3.6 Receive the Library’s August 2020 Report 

 
Moved by Markee, 
Seconded by Birch; RESOLVED, to approve Consent Agenda items 3.1 and 3.6.  A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

4. Board Liaison Reports (Verbal) 
 
 
Trustee Bartolotta:   
 Trustee Bartolotta discussed the September 29, 2020, Planning Commission meeting.  The 
 Planning Commission approved a site plan amendment for Greyberry Apartments and discussed 
 Medical Marihuana facilities. 
 
 
Trustee Thomas 
 Trustee Thomas has an Election Commission Meeting on Friday, October 9th and a Cable 
 Commission meeting next Tuesday. 
 
 
Clerk Markee  
 Parks and Recreation has the following activities 
 October 20th - Parking Lot Bingo and October 21st - Crafting Outdoors/Scarecrow Door Hangers 
 
 Thank you to our wonderful Facilities and Operations Department for their hard work installing the 
 new elections drop box and camera.  Thank you to Justin Westlake, Mike Kortekaas, Ron Arnold, 
 and the IT Department: Jared Black, Mick Ahrens and many other people and they did a fabulous 
 job. Thank you to all of those individuals. 
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5. Open Business 
5.1 Introduction of Medical Marihuana Text Amendments to Zoning Ordinance No.  2020-Z-008 

 

 The following memo was received from Township Attorney Gary Dovre. 
 
Attached to this letter are the following documents for this item: 
 1.  The first version of this Ordinance that was on file with the Development Services 
 Department pursuant to the published Notice of the Planning Commission’s 9/29/2020 
 Public Hearing (marked as Version 1.) 
  
 2.  An updated version of the Ordinance that I provided to the Planning Commission on 
 9/24/2020 for its 9/29/2020 Public Hearing (marked as Version 2.) 
 
 3. My 9/24/2020 email to the Planning Commission, explaining the differences between 
 Versions 1 and 2 of the Ordinance. 
 
 4.  A Draft of the Planning Commission’s unapproved Minutes for its 9/29/2020 meeting 
 that includes a summary of the public comments on the Ordinance at the Public Hearing 
 and the Planning Commission’s recommendation to you as required by MCL 125.3308. 
 
Upon reviewing the Planning Commission’s Minutes, you will see that it has recommended that 
you adopt Version 2 of the Ordinance.  MCL 125.3401(5) allows you to adopt a zoning ordinance 
upon which the Planning Commission held its Public Hearing, with or without amendments.  
Based on that authority, it is my opinion that you could adopt the updated version of the 
Ordinance (Version 2) as recommended by the Planning Commission. 
 
With the above background, these Medical Marihuana Text Amendments to Zoning Ordinance 
are presented for possible introduction at your October 13, 2020 meeting.  These Amendments 
are a companion Ordinance to the Medical Marihuana Facility Licensing Ordinance that is also on 
your Agenda for introduction. 
 
One of the threshold/minimum requirements under that Licensing Ordinance is that the type of 
license applied for must be a permitted use in the Zoning District in which the proposed facility 
would be located.  This Zoning Ordinance Amendment would establish the Districts in which each 
of the five (5) types of licenses (Growers, Processors, Provisioning Centers, Safety Compliance 
Facilities, and Secured Transporters) would be permitted.  It also addresses primary caregivers 
under the Medical Marihuana Act, allowing up to 6 of them at a single location in the Industrial. 
 

Moved by Joliat, 
Seconded by Thomas, RESOLVED, to introduce version two (2) of the Medical Marihuana text 
amendments to Zoning Ordinance No 2020-Z-008 as presented at the September 29, 2020, Public 
Hearing at the Planning Commission Meeting; furthermore to schedule for possible adoption at the 
October 26, 2020, regular Board of Trustees meeting.  A roll call vote was taken.  A copy of version one 
(1) and version (2) of the Medical Marihuana text amendments are attached to these minutes. 
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat, and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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5.2 Introduction of Medical Marihuana Facility Licensing Ordinance No. 2020-005 
 

The following memo was received from Township Attorney Gary Dovre. 
 
Provided with this letter is the referenced ordinance for possible introduction at your October 13, 
2020 meeting.  With this lengthy ordinance having been the product of several Work Sessions over 
the course of the summer, this overview is primarily for the benefit of the public.  The authority for 
this ordinance is the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, Public Act 281 of 2016.  Under 
that Act, a municipality must adopt an ordinance to authorize medical marijuana facilities.  
Otherwise, the State will not issue its required license. 
 
This ordinance is only for medical marijuana facilities.  Recreational marijuana facilities as 
authorized by the voters in 2018 are not covered by this ordinance.  Regarding recreational 
marijuana establishments, on May 28, 2019, you adopted Ordinance 2019-005, to prohibit 
recreational marijuana establishments in the Township.   
 
This ordinance provides for Township licensing of up to two (2) of each of the medical marijuana 
facilities for which state licenses may be obtained.  As listed in Section 10-298(a), those facilities 
are Growers, Processors, Provisioning Centers, Safety Compliance Facilities, and Secure 
Transporters.  As also provided in that section, the annual fee for each of these licenses would be 
$5,000, the maximum allowed by the Act. 
 
Sections 10-291 through 10-297 of the Ordinance identify the name, purpose, and Township 
Board’s intent regarding the Ordinance, followed by definitions and explanations of how this 
ordinance relates to federal and state laws, protections of the Township from liability, and that a 
Township license is required. 
 
Section 10-299 includes a list of eight (8) threshold requirements that must be satisfied for a license 
to be applied for, approved, or issued, with the burden on the Applicant to determine that before 
submitting an application.  Those minimum standards include minimum isolation/separation 
requirements of facilities from residentially-zoned property and child day care, educational, 
religious, and most recreational facilities. 
 
As its title implies, Section 10-300 provides an overview of the license application, approval and 
issuance procedures, with the actual application requirements in Section 10-301.  In addition to 
general business license application requirements already in the Township’s Ordinance Code, the 
ordinance contains a list of 25 categories of information or documents that must be submitted for 
an application to be administratively complete.  Section 10-301 goes on to provide that the 
Township Board will only consider administratively complete applications and will do so in the order 
in which they were administratively completed with the Township Clerk’s Office. 
 
Section 10-302 provides for the Township Clerk’s Office to review applications for administrative 
completeness and to send those which are on to 10 designated Township officials for reviews and 
reports on specified aspects of the applications.  That section also provides guidelines for when 
applications are placed on a Township Board agenda for consideration. 
 
Section 10-303 provides the Township Board’s procedure and decision options on applications, 
with subsection (d) listing ten circumstances requiring an application to be denied. 
 
For applications the Township Board is not required to deny, Section 10-304 lists the 23 review 
criteria the Township Board may base its license decisions on in subsection (a), with subsection 
(b) confirming the official record upon which decisions are to be based. 
 
Section 10-305 spells out the process for the Township Clerk to issue and annually renew licenses 
approved by the Township Board and confirms that there is no right to renewal of a license. 
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Introduction of Medical Marihuana Facility Licensing Ordinance No. 2020-005 Continued. 
 
Section 10-306 contains a list of standards, terms, and conditions that will be considered 
requirements of every license that is issued. 
 
Section 10-307 provides license applicants with a limited right to appeal to the circuit court from a 
Township Board decision on the applicant’s application, with Sections 10-208 and 10-309 simply 
confirming that licenses may be suspended or revoked and that violations of the ordinance or the 
terms and conditions of a license are municipal civil infractions. 
 
As provided in Section 10-293(e) on the Township Board’s legislative intent, if this Ordinance is 
adopted, a large number of applicants are anticipated for the limited number of facility licenses 
authorized.  That factor goes a long way toward explaining the length of this Ordinance, which 
reflects an attempt to provide a comprehensive and uniform set of standards under which all 
license applications will be evaluated, considered, and decided under disclosed criteria in a fully 
transparent process. 
 
If the Board is satisfied with this Ordinance as presented, a motion to introduce it and schedule it 
for possible adoption on October 26, 2020, would be the appropriate action. 
 
If the Board would be satisfied with this Ordinance if certain changes were made, it has two (2) 
options.  First, a motion to introduce the Ordinance and schedule it for adoption could be made if 
the specific changes are identified in the motion. 
 
The second option would be a motion to postpone introduction to the October 26th meeting to 
allow time for specific changes identified in the motion to actually be made in the Ordinance text. 

 
Moved by Joliat, 
Seconded by Markee; RESOLVED, to introduce and schedule Medical Marihuana Facility Licensing 
Ordinance 2020-005 for possible adoption on October 26, 2020.  A roll call vote was taken.   
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat, and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
6. New Business 
6.1 Residential Water Meter Purchase 

 
The following memo was received from Russell D. Williams, DPW Director. 

 
Please see attached quotation from Ferguson Waterworks. This purchase is to restock the DPW 
Water Service group’s residential meter inventory.  
 
Ferguson Waterworks is a 2020 Waterford Township Board approved Single Source Vendor, for 
the purchase of residential water meters and supplies. Prices provided are Oakland County 
Pricing.  
 
This is a budgeted purchase from 59043-76900 Water/Sewer, Water Service, Supplies-Meter 
Materials. 
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Residential Water Meter Purchase Continued. 
 

 Requested Board Action  

Approve Purchase From Account Number Not to Exceed Value 

Ferguson Waterworks #3386 59043-76900 $112,283.00 + Shipping 

 
Moved by Markee, 
Seconded by Joliat, RESOLVED, to approve the meter purchase from Fergus Waterworks #3386 in the 
amount of $112,283.00 plus shipping utilizing funds from 59043-76900.  A roll call vote was taken.   
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat, and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

6.2 Grant Finalization 
 

The following agreements were received by Mark Similar, Human Resources Director. 
 

Letter of Agreement 
The Charter Township of Waterford 

and the City of Pontiac 
 

THIS AGREEMENT made this ______ day of _____________, A.D. 2020, by and between the 
Charter Township of Waterford (“Township”) and the City of Pontiac (“City”) 
 
WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, Waterford Township provides Fire Suppression Services to the City of 
Pontiac, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township continued to provide dedicated emergency fire response 
services during the COVID-19 Pandemic and through duration of the State of Michigan 
Shelter in Place Order and beyond, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township applied for and received Federal CARES Funding as awarded 
by the Michigan Department of Treasury and has sought or may seek additional 
reimbursements for the costs of the Pandemic, and 
 
WHEREAS, a proportional share of the payroll reimbursement received is to be provided 
to the City of Pontiac in consideration of the costs paid, and 
 
WHEREAS, to satisfy all necessary accounting and possible auditing requirements the 
parties intend to engage in this Agreement outlining certain conditions of this CARES Act 
reimbursement; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the below set forth the Parties agree to the 
following herein: 
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Grant Finalization Continued. 
 

Agreement: 
 
The Township shall make payable to the City a proportional share of the funding received for Fire 
Service costs incurred and reimbursable as associated with the COVID-19 Pandemic received for 
grant funding by either the State of Michigan, County of Oakland or the United States Department 
of Treasury.   
 
Each payment made by the Township to the City shall be co-signed by an authorized party and 
attached as an Exhibit to this Agreement.  The first payment is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
 
The City acknowledges that this funding is being provided to the Township by a third party grand 
funding source.  In the event it is determined by the Grant Funder or pursuant to a Court Decision 
that this funding is ineligible for expenses to which it was awarded the City shall be responsible 
for returning the value paid therein to the funder or the Township for any and all funds required to 
be returned. 
 
GOVERNING LAW 
This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Michigan. 
 
SEVERABILITY 
In the event that one or more provisions of this Agreement shall be held to be invalid, illegal, or 
unenforceable in the respect, such invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect the other 
provisions, and the other provisions shall remain full force and effect. 
 
AMENDMENTS 
This Agreement may be amended by a majority vote of the Board or the Court at any time. 
 
Approved on behalf of the City   Approved on behalf of the Township of 
Waterford 
 
 
_________________________   ______________________________________ 
Deirdre Waterman    Gary Wall 
Mayor, City of Pontiac    Waterford Township Supervisor 
 
 
 

 
Letter of Agreement 

The Charter Township of Waterford 
and the City of Lake Angelus 

 
THIS AGREEMENT made this ______ day of _____________, A.D. 2020, by and between the 
Charter Township of Waterford (“Township”) and the City of Lake Angelus (“City”) 
 
WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, Waterford Township provides Fire Suppression Services to the City of Lake 
Angelus, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township continued to provide dedicated emergency fire response 
services during the COVID-19 Pandemic and through duration of the State of Michigan 
Shelter in Place Order and beyond, and 
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Grant Finalization Continued. 
WHEREAS, the Township applied for and received Federal CARES Funding as awarded 
by the Michigan Department of Treasury and has sought or may seek additional 
reimbursements for the costs of the Pandemic, and 
 
WHEREAS, a proportional share of the payroll reimbursement received is to be provided 
to the City of Lake Angelus in consideration of the costs paid, and 
 
WHEREAS, to satisfy all necessary accounting and possible auditing requirements the 
parties intend to engage in this Agreement outlining certain conditions of this CARES Act 
reimbursement; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the below set forth the Parties agree to the 
following herein: 
 

Agreement: 
The Township shall make payable to the City a proportional share of the funding received for Fire 
Service costs incurred and reimbursable as associated with the COVID-19 Pandemic received for 
grant funding by either the State of Michigan, County of Oakland or the United States Department 
of Treasury.   
 
Each payment made by the Township to the City shall be co-signed by an authorized party and 
attached as an Exhibit to this Agreement.  The first payment is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
 
The City acknowledges that this funding is being provided to the Township by a third party grand 
funding source.  In the event it is determined by the Grant Funder or pursuant to a Court Decision 
that this funding is ineligible for expenses to which it was awarded the City shall be responsible 
for returning the value paid therein to the funder or the Township for any and all funds required to 
be returned. 
 
GOVERNING LAW 
This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Michigan. 
 
SEVERABILITY 
In the event that one or more provisions of this Agreement shall be held to be invalid, illegal, or 
unenforceable in the respect, such invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect the other 
provisions, and the other provisions shall remain full force and effect. 
 
AMENDMENTS 
This Agreement may be amended by a majority vote of the Board or the Court at any time. 
 
Approved on behalf of the City   Approved on behalf of the Township of Waterford 
_________________________   ______________________________________ 
Natalie Forte     Gary Wall 
Mayor, City of Lake Angelus   Waterford Township Supervisor 
 

Moved by Markee, 
Seconded by Bartolotta; RESOLVED, to authorize Township Supervisor Gary Wall sign the letter of 
agreement for Pontiac and Lake Angelus to receive a portion of the Cares Act Grant Funding.  A roll call 
vote was taken.   
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat, and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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6.2 Approval of M&A Agreement 
 
The following contract was received by Mark Similar, Human Resources Director. 
 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD 
AND  

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
CONTRACT EXTENSION 

 
1. Duration: One year contract extension.  January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 
2. Article III: Pay Practices/Salary 

Two Percent (2%) increase effective upon ratification. 
 
Since PA 54 does not allow retroactivity, the parties have agreed to pay employees covered 
by this agreement as of January 1, 2020, one thousand ($1,000) should this agreement be 
ratified. 
 

3. Article XVIII: Educational Benefits 
The Township will reimburse an employee for costs of tuition, textbook and software required 
for a class up to a maximum of two thousand dollars ($2,000) annually. 

4. Article VIII: Annual Vacation  
Effective January 1, 2020 part-time employees hired into full=time position shall retain 
seniority earned for vacation benefits at a rate of one month for each 174 hours paid.   
Existing full-time employees shall begin earning vacation as set forth herein on their 
anniversary date occurring in 2020. 

 
Moved by Bartolotta, 
Seconded by Thomas, RESOLVED, to approve the Management and Administrative Group contract 
extension.  A roll call vote was taken.   
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat, and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

6.4 Appointment of Julie Wallis to the Staff Analyst – Accounting Coordinator Position. 
 
The following memo was received by Mark Similar, Human Resources Director. 
 

At the September 9, 2020, Township Board meeting the Board approved the position of Staff 
Analyst – Accounting Coordinator. 
 
Kim Markee, Barb Miller and myself conducted interviews on 09/28/2020 and selected Julie 
Wallis to be promoted to this position. 
 
Julie has been with the Township since 2013. (Resume attached) 
 
It is my recommendation that the Board approve promoting Julie Wallis to the position of Staff 
Analyst – Accounting Coordinator. 
 
This position is a Grade 4, Step 5 -$56,277/yr. 
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 Appointment of Julie Wallis to the Staff Analyst – Accounting Coordinator Position Continued. 
 
Moved by Markee, 
Seconded by Bartolotta, RESOLVED, to approve the appointment of Julie Wallis to a grade 4, Step 5, to 
the position of Staff Analyst – Accounting Coordinator.  A roll call vote was taken.   
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat, and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

6.5 Citizen to Address the Board – K. Schultz; regarding Medical Marihuana 
 
Ms. Karen Schultz addressed the Board regarding Medical Marihuana section 10-304(a) adding “under-
utilized buildings.” 
 
 
 
 

6.6 Public Comments limited to Three (3) Minutes per Speaker 
 
Clerk Markee announced the call in phone number of 248-674-6200. 
 
Paula Givens, via phone, addressed the Board regarding Medical Marihuana section 10-304(a) adding 
“under-utilized buildings”. 
 
 
Joseph Aiello, Pontiac Lake Road.  Mr. Aiello requested the Board of Trustees to consider the Waterford 
business owners and residents and suggested that applicant should be the business owner. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Markee, 
Seconded by Thomas, RESOLVED, to adjourn the meeting at 6:28 p.m.  A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Ayes: Wall, Markee, Birch, Bartolotta, Joliat, and Thomas 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frasca 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
              
         Kim Markee, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
              
         Gary Wall, Supervisor 
































